ADDENDUM
Corrections and Additions to the Reports and Supporting Papers for the Easter
Meeting of Chief Pleas – 18th April 2012
Enclosed is an additional supporting paper for inclusion under Item 5 which was not
included with the Chief Pleas papers due to administrative error:
Item 5.

Home Department Report on Wireless Telegraphy to the States of
Guernsey dated 21st November 2011.

In addition I have allowed the Medical Committee to reissue their Report at Item 15,
as a minor change to wording in paragraph 3 was felt necessary by the Committee,
please remove and destroy the original Report and replace with the enclosed revised
Report:
Item 15.
4th April 2012

Revised Report entitled “Resignation of the Sark Medical Officer”

Lt Col RJ Guille MBE
Seneschal and President of Chief Pleas

ITEM 15
MEDICAL COMMITTEE

Report to Easter Chief Pleas, 18th April 2012

RESIGNATION OF THE SARK MEDICAL OFFICER
On the 30th January 2012, Dr Peter Counsell, the Sark Medical Officer, handed the Medical
Committee his notice of resignation, this was due to the Sark Newsletter and its continual
criticism of how he has dealt with medical emergencies and in particular, medical evacuations.
This criticism has been made by persons who are not Medical Practitioners, who, to our
understanding, have had no knowledge of the reasons and decision making processes involved
for an evacuation, but who feel their opinion is paramount.
The Medical Committee would like to make it clear that Doctor Counsell did not have another
position lined up or need any excuse to leave; both he and his family have been happy and
would have hoped to stay on Sark for some time yet. The community on Sark has shown its
support for Dr Counsell but, understandably, he feels he cannot carry on working here; we have
therefore, had no alternative but to advertise for a replacement Medical Practitioner.
Doctor Roger Norwich has generously offered to assist this Committee with his time and
expertise and this offer has been accepted. The Primary Care Department in Guernsey is also
prepared to help guide us with our applications if required and asked to do so. The Committee
hopes to interview a short list of candidates in the middle of April.
The advertising of this position was needed immediately and with Doctor Norwich’s advice we
placed two adverts, one in the General Practitioners Magazine and another in the British
Medical Journal, both of which included an online version. These two advertisements cost
£3,800, which we ask, with your approval, to be taken out of unforeseen expenditure. We also
need to ask for further costs which have not been budgeted for; this will be for interview
expenses (Interviews include travel and accommodation for candidates and use of Hall for
interviews) and removal costs for a new doctor to come to Sark. To give you an idea of costs:
2008 Doctor

2008 Head teacher

2010 Teacher

Advertising £1,126

£1,360

£1,600

Interview expenses £1,027

£870

£1,227

Removal £5,000

£9,395

£4,320

Total £7,153

£11,625

£7,147

The Medical Committee are unsure of the costs involved in finding a new doctor and ask you to
approve the sum of £12,000, which includes the advertising costs already spent, in the hope we
will spend far less; but looking at the cost of advertising we can assume all costs will have gone
up considerably. We intend giving Chief Pleas a full account of our spending at the next sitting
of Chief Pleas.

Proposition –
That Chief Pleas approve the spending of up to £12,000 from unforeseen expenditure to
advertise, interview and assist with relocation costs for a new doctor to replace Doctor
Peter Counsell.

Conseiller Diane Baker
Medical Committee

